3

How to write a thesis statement and outline
An essay or research paper is more than simply writing a bunch of facts.  Essays and research papers are written statements about what you believe about a certain topic.  Your essay or paper is a statement about your position on a subject.  As you research a topic you begin to have an opinion about a certain aspect of your subject.  You begin to have a point of view or a perspective about your topic.  Next you develop this point of view or perspective into a working thesis statement from which you then are able to explain and demonstrate the validity of your point of view.  
For example, if you were given an assignment to write about the historical accuracy of the New Testament you would gather research material about how and when the manuscripts were written.  As you do your research you would discover that no original manuscripts of the New Testament exist.  You would discover also that most of the modern versions of the New Testament were translated from one of three editions of the Greek New Testament.  Some modern versions of the New Testament have been translated from the Majority Text also called the “Textus Receptus”.  Other modern versions have been translated by mainly using the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece.  And still other modern versions of the New Testament have been translated by mainly using the Greek New Testament of the United Bible Society.
From this research you might conclude that there is no one, authoritative version of the New Testament, and you might decide to write about this conclusion.  You would then formulate your ideas into a working thesis statement something like this: An examination of translation procedures and differing Greek editions of the New Testament shows that no authoritative version of the New Testament exists.

From this thesis statement you then have the beginning of an outline.  You could write your outline like this:

1.  An examination of translation procedures shows that no authoritative version of the New Testament exists.

A.  Translators of the New Testament decide which Greek editions to 
      use.

B.  Translators of the New Testament decide which variants( in these 
      editions to use.

C.  Translators of the New Testament decide when to retain or omit a 
     disputed reading.

2.  An examination of the differing Greek editions of the New Testament shows 
     that no authoritative version of the New Testament exists.

A.  Some translators rely mainly on the Majority Text (Textus Receptus). 
B.  Some translators rely mainly on the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum 
     Graece. 

C. Some translators rely mainly on the Greek New Testament of the United 

     Bible Society. 

By formulating your thesis statement in such a way you clearly state your point of view, and you have the incipient form of an outline.   These two parts of the thesis statement are vitally important.  Unless you state an interesting point of view, no one will be interested in reading your paper.  Without an interesting point of view or perspective, you might only be stating a bunch of obvious facts and your paper will be boring.  Fortunately, boring facts don’t kill, or you might be arrested for murder.  On the other hand, they might kill your chances of writing an interesting paper.

Your thesis statement should also contain your main points—a kind of outline in one sentence.  These points will be the facts and evidence you supply to prove your point.  They must be based on solid research and should attempt to prove your main point.  The evidence should be able to answer the most obvious questions a reader might ask.  
For example, the thesis statement about New Testament translations includes a review of procedures used by translators.  Someone not familiar with the science of Bible translation might conclude that the decisions of the translators appear to be arbitrary and/or based on personal preference.  The truth is, however, that a translator’s decisions are usually based on accepted principles of linguistics and that no single translator is responsible for the final version.  The most reliable versions of the New Testament have been translated by teams of translators.  These translators work to overcome personal biases by having their work reviewed by others on the team.  They know that thousands of Greek scholars will be reading their translations and will be able to find personal biases.  In effect, the translator works with the world looking over his shoulder.  

Furthermore, if a person is unfamiliar with the various editions of the Greek New Testament, they might conclude that modern versions are unreliable because some translators mainly used one edition and other translators mainly used another.  
The truth is, however, that these editions differ very little and almost 100% of the variances can be explained as changes in the language or scribal mistakes that are easily corrected by comparing the variances( with other Greek manuscripts.  

Therefore, upon further research you might want to revise your thesis statement and outline to read:      
An examination of translation procedures and a comparison of ancient Greek editions of the New Testament shows that modern versions of the New Testament are reliable.

1.  An examination of translation procedures shows that modern versions of the New Testament are reliable.

A.  Translators of the New Testament use accepted linguistic methods.

B.  Translators of the New Testament are guided by dedicated translation 

      teams.

2.  A comparison of ancient Greek editions of the New Testament shows that 

     modern versions of the New Testament are reliable.

A.  Each version is based on a reliable edition of the Greek New Testament 

      i.e. The Majority Text, the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece, 

      or the Greek New Testament of the United Bible Society. 

B. In addition to relying on one of these editions, the translators compared 

      its preferred edition with other editions and other manuscripts.

( variants and variances are differences in the text.  The existence of almost all variants can be reasonably explained and then one can arrive at the most accurate reading. 





